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§72a. Acquisition of land by Commission subject
to limited rights reserved to grantor; acquisi-
tion of limited permanent rights in land ad-
joining park property

The authority of the National Capital Plan-
ning Commission, established by section 71 of
this title, is enlarged as follows:

Said Commission is authorized to acquire, for
and in behalf of the United States of America,
by gift, devise, purchase, or condemnation, in
accordance with the provisions of sections 71 to
71i, 72, 73, and 74 of this title, (1) fee title to land
subject to limited rights, but not for business
purposes, reserved to the grantor: Provided, That
such reservation of rights shall not continue be-
yond the life or lives of the grantor or grantors
of the fee: Provided further, That in the opinion
of said Commission the permanent public park
purposes for which control over said land is
needed are not essentially impaired by said re-
served rights and that there is a substantial sav-
ing in cost by acquiring said land subject to said
limited rights as compared with the cost of ac-
quiring unencumbered title thereto; (2) perma-
nent rights in land adjoining park property suf-
ficient to prevent the use of said land in certain
specified ways which would essentially impair
the value of the park property for its purposes:
Provided, That in the opinion of said Commis-
sion the protection and maintenance of the es-
sential public values of said park can thus be se-
cured more economically than by acquiring said
land in fee or by other available means: Provided
further, That all contracts for acquisition of
land subject to such limited rights reserved to
the grantor and for acquisition of such limited
permanent rights in land shall be subject to the
approval of the President of the United States.

(Dec. 22, 1928, ch. 48, §1, 45 Stat. 1070; June 6,
1924, ch. 279, §9, as added July 19, 1952, ch. 949, §1,
66 Stat. 790.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Former provisions of section 71 of this title, referred
to in text, established the National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, to which such clause originally
referred. For transfer of functions, powers, etc., of that
Commission to the National Capital Planning Commis-
sion, see Transfer of Functions note set out below, and
for creation of the latter Commission, see section 71a of
this title.

CODIFICATION
Section is also set out in D.C. Code, §8-101.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

In opening clause, ‘‘National Capital Planning Com-
mission” substituted for ‘‘National Capital Park and
Planning Commission’’, on authority of act June 6,
1924, ch. 270, §9, as added July 19, 1952, which trans-
ferred functions of latter to former. See section 71h of
this title and Transfer of Functions note thereunder.

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS

Authority of President under this section to approve
contracts for acquisition of land subject to limited
rights reserved to grantor and for acquisition of limited
permanent rights in land adjoining park property dele-
gated to Director of Office of Management and Budget,
see section 9(5) of Ex. Ord. No. 11609, July 22, 1971, 36
F.R. 13747, set out as a note under section 301 of Title
3, The President.

TITLE 40—PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PROPERTY, AND WORKS

§72¢

§ 72b. Lease of lands acquired for park, parkway,
or playground purposes

The Administrator of General Services is au-
thorized, subject to the approval of the National
Capital Planning Commission, to lease, for a
term not exceeding five years, and to renew such
lease, subject to such approval, for an additional
term not exceeding five years, pending need for
their immediate use in other ways by the public,
and on such terms as the Administrator shall
determine, land or any existing building or
structure on land acquired for park, parkway, or
playground purposes.

(Dec. 22, 1928, ch. 48, §2, 45 Stat. 1070; Ex. Ord.
No. 6166, §2, eff. June 10, 1933; Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 38,
§1, 48 Stat. 389; 1939 Reorg. Plan No. 1, §303(b),
eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2729, 53 Stat. 1427; June
30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, §103(a), 63 Stat. 380; June
6, 1924, ch. 279, §9, as added July 19, 1952, ch. 949,
§1, 66 Stat. 790.)

CODIFICATION
Section is also set out in D.C. Code, §8-103.
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

‘““National Capital Planning Commission’’ substituted
in text for ‘‘National Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission”, on authority of act June 6, 1924, ch. 270, §9,
as added July 19, 1952, which transferred functions of
latter to former. See section 71h of this title and Trans-
fer of Functions note thereunder.

‘““Administrator of General Services’ substituted in
text for ‘“‘Director of Public Buildings and Public Parks
of the National Capital”. See Transfer of Functions
note set out under section 19 of this title.

§ 72¢. Power to sell lands

The Mayor of the District of Columbia, with
the approval of the National Capital Planning
Commission, is authorized and empowered in his
discretion, for the best interests of the District
of Columbia, to sell and convey, in whole or in
part, to the highest bidder at public or private
sale, real estate now or hereafter owned in fee
simple by the District of Columbia for municipal
use, in the District of Columbia, which the
Council of the District of Columbia and the Na-
tional Capital Planning Commission find to be
no longer required for public purposes.

(Aug. 5, 1939, ch. 449, §1, 53 Stat. 1211; June 6,
1924, ch. 279, §9, as added July 19, 1952, ch. 949, §1,
66 Stat. 790; 1967 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §§401,
402(192), eff. Nov. 3, 1967, 32 F.R. 11669, 81 Stat.
951; Dec. 24, 1973, Pub. L. 93-198, title IV, §§401,
421, 87 Stat. 785, 789.)

CODIFICATION
Section is also set out in D.C. Code, §9-401.
REPEALS

Section 7 of act Aug. 5, 1939, repealed all acts and
parts of acts inconsistent or in conflict therewith.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

‘““National Capital Planning Commission’ substituted
in text for ‘‘National Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission”’, on authority of act June 6, 1924, ch. 270, §9,
as added July 19, 1952, which transferred functions of
latter to former. See section 71h of this title and Trans-
fer of Functions note thereunder.

Except as otherwise provided in Reorg. Plan No. 3 of
1967, functions of Board of Commissioners of District of



